
 

 

Principal’s Message  
Welcome back to the regular newsletter 
contact. As many of you will be aware, 
Ray Denholm has been merit selected to 
the Principal’s position at Palmyra                  
Primary School. In Ray’s absence, I am 
delighted to have accepted the principal 
position until a substantive principal can 
be recruited. 
 
I have had the opportunity to work in a 
range of contexts as principal, with my 
most recent substantive appointment at 
Duncraig Primary School where I was  
Principal for 10 years. My 45 years’                      
experience with the Department of                    
Education includes classroom teacher, 
deputy principal, primary and senior high 
school principal and Consultant Principal. 
 
The commencement of Term 2 arrived 
with all the ambiguity and uncertainty we 
have come to expect from these current 
times. Having spent the final days of Term 
1 preparing materials and activities for 
online home-learning, we were surprised 
to learn (halfway through the holidays) 
that students were to be given the choice 
as to whether they returned to school or 
not. A further interesting complication 
was that teachers were only to teach              
face-to-face or online, not both. 
 
Time was spent speculating as to how 
many students may, or may not, return. 
This resulted in our disturbing your                 
holiday with a survey of family intentions. 
(Thank you for taking the time to                    

complete the survey. It really helped.)  
The moment responses began coming in, 
we realised that many of our students 
would be back on site for week 1. 
 
We then began planning a solution to the 
need for social distancing. Then, on the 
final Friday of the holidays, we were       
informed that social distancing no longer 
applied in school settings. (Our plans for 
social distancing, like much of our           
home-learning preparation, suddenly               
became obsolete.) 
 
On the first day of term nearly 75% of our 
students returned to school. (This number 
has grown to approximately 90% during 
the first two weeks.) The immediate                 
dilemma was then to also cater for those 
children still in home isolation, given the 
classroom teachers were required to be in 
front of the classes. By using the                    
previously prepared home learning                  
packages we were able to cater for our 
students at home. 
 
As you can imagine, the unpredictable    
expectations and constant change have 
caused stress and anxiety amongst staff 
and community. I would like to thank the 
EDHS staff for their professionalism and 
dedication in ensuring our school contin-
ues to provide an engaging, educative pro-
gram for the students. I would also like to 
thank the community for the ongoing sup-
port.  
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Calendar Dates 
 

Wednesday 20th May 
 School Board Meeting 
 
Monday 1st June 
 WA Day Public Holiday 
 
Tuesday 2nd June 
 Yr 11/12 ATAR Exams  
     commence  
 
Tuesday 9th June 
 Yr 11/12 ATAR Exams  
    finish 
 School Photos 
 
Wednesday 10th June 
 School Photos  
 School Board Meeting 

School Website: 
www.exmouthdhs.wa.edu.au 
Check out our School App on 

the app store!  
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Last Sunday the State Government met to review the 
current COVID-19 prevention strategy. It was                   
communicated that that a number of restrictions will 
be relaxed further from May 18 but until further           
notice the following guidelines apply. Our sincere 
thanks for the understanding and cooperation we 
have received from our wonderful community to 
date.  
 
Parents and carers are requested not to access the 
school site - children must be left and collected from 
the school boundary.  
Please note the following special arrangements to 
comply with social distancing requirements;  
 Kindergarten children will be met by a member 

of staff at the stairs near the Kindergarten. Kin-
dy parents are asked to pick up their children 10 
minutes early (2.25pm) on Tuesdays and               
Thursdays.  

 Pre-primary children will be met by a member 
of staff at the stairs on Christie Street. 

 Room 5 and 7 students who are normally picked 
up in Christie Street can be collected from the 
double gates at the Nature Playground. 

 Staff will continue to be at the Christie Street 
and Maidstone collection drop off points each 
day to assist with young children getting to and 
from classes. 

 Year 1 to 6 children and secondary students can 
access the school via any entry point. 

Remember when dropping off and picking up your 
children please leave the area promptly to prevent 
congestion and to maintain social distancing. 
 
In the meantime; if you are at home, at school or at 
work – keep well. 
HEALTH & HYGIENE  
Please do not send your child to school if they are at 
all unwell. Any child who demonstrates or complains 
of being unwell will be removed for the class, isolated 
and parents/carers contacted.  
 

Our school is well stocked with hand sanitiser. This has 
been provided to all work areas (including classrooms) 
and children are expected to “sanitise out / sanitise in” 
at all times. Cleaning of hands regularly and following  
toilet use will also be facilitated.  
 
Cleaning procedures have been tightened and                        
expanded across the school site with sanitation of high 
contact areas occurring regularly according to the De-
partment of Education's recommendations. 
 
SEMESTER 1 REPORTS P-10  
 Significant amendments have been made to           

reporting requirements for Semester 1, 2020. 
 In Semester 1, 2020 there is no requirement to 

report on student achievement for Pre-primary 
to Year 10 using the A - E scale. 

 Teachers will be providing reports on students’ 
general progress to date. 

 Recognising that learning has been disrupted 
over the first semester, the final grade for each 
learning area at the end of the year will best               
indicate a student’s achievement. 

 
SEMESTER 1 REPORTs FOR STUDENTS IN  
YEARS 11 & 12 
We are awaiting advice from the Department of                  
Education regarding the report for Year 11 and 12                 
students - using either grades or an interim report                 
format without grades.  
 
 
 
Gary Stenhouse 
Principal  



 

 

NEW STAFF AT EXMOUTH DISTRICT HIGH SCHOOL 
 

We also welcome new to the school this term 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                      
 
 
               IT, Jodie Anderson                          AEIO, Brienne Baker                               Cleaner in Charge, - 
                     Denise Ashworth 
 

BOOK CLUB is Back  
 

Due to Covid-19, our annual Bookfair for this year have been  cancelled. Book Club will take it’s place 
for 2020. Issue 3 will be a virtual order, meaning no  catalogues being sent home. You can have a home 
delivery for an extra $5.99 or it will be delivered to the school and taken to your child’s class at no   
extra cost.  
 
Click on the link below to check out the catalogue:  
 
https://www.scholastic.com.au/media/5587/aus_issue_3b.pdf 
 
 
CUT OFF DATE IS 18/5/2020.  
If you have any queries at all, please call Scholastic on: 
PHONE: 1800 021 233  
EMAIL: Customer_Service@scholastic.com.au 

https://www.scholastic.com.au/media/5587/aus_issue_3b.pdf
https://issuu.com/scholastic_australia/docs/aus_issue_3?fr=sMTQ2ZTExOTgzNjE


 

 

Secondary Art Club - Friday Lunch Times  

It is wonderful to see the level of enthusiasm and creativity of Visual Art students coming to Friday Art 

Club. Last Friday was a particularly busy one with students working on their final artworks, their own arty 

projects and some of them making something special for Mother’s Day. 

ONLINE TESTING - Pre Primary to Year 2 

The On-entry Assessment Program Summary for Parents will be sent to parents this Friday, this assess-
ment was completed in Weeks 3-6 of Term 1. Due to COVID-19 related issues these reports have been 
delayed.  If you would like to discuss these results with your child’s teacher, please email to arrange a 
phone interview. 

Room 5 
We have been creating pieces of art to show how much we appreciate our Mum’s on Mothers Day. We 
made bead necklaces and Big Love Heart cards. We were really proud of our hard work and attention to 
detail. 



 

 

ROOM 15 
In Room 15, we were inspired by Emily Coxhead who created "The Happy News" newspaper to cheer               
people up during Covid-19 that we decided to create our own "Happy News" newspaper for our classroom.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRIMARY SCIENCE—ROOM 15 
Blurb: This Semester in Science we have been learning about Magnets and Force! We’ve learnt that magnets 
can exert a pull on objects at a distance and that magnetic forces can attract objects through different                        
materials. We know that magnets can attract and repel each other and that all magnets have two poles - the 
North pole and the South Pole. The students in room 15 have started planning and developing a procedure to 
make a game that uses magnetic force to work. The activity is designed to challenge and extend student’                    
science understanding and science inquiry skills. Stay tuned for their final products! 



 

 

SECONDARY SCIENCE SNIPPETS - YEAR 8 
Last Thursday the Year 8 class did their first dissection in Science. They have been studying the Circulatory Sys-
tem and got to apply their knowledge by dissecting a sheep’s heart. Attached are photos of the students dis-
covering all the chambers, veins and arteries of the heart. The kids did a great job being very careful and accu-
rate with their incisions. I would like to say a huge thanks to Candice and Ms Bedford for all the setting up and 
help given. Mr Warren Bush 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SECONDARY SCIENCE SNIPPETS - YEAR 10 

Lots of exciting things have been happening in Secondary Science this term. Year 10s have been studying Fo-
rensic Science, which forms the basis of many popular TV shows such as NCIS, CSI and Silent Witness. Last 
week students learned how to lift fingerprints. This week they had great fun making fake blood and got a 
chance to study blood spatter analysis. They were able to get different blood spatter patterns by flinging the 
“blood” against butcher’s paper on the wall. They also modelled footprints of someone who had walked 
through blood. They got “blood” on their hands to make “bloody” hand prints and looked at the different 
shapes of blood droplets which just dropped passively (without any extra force other than gravity), or with 
some sort of force. Forensic scientists can gain a lot by analysing blood spatter at a crime scene. The photos 
show the students at work with their fake blood. Keep your eye out for the next exciting article of Secondary 
Science Snippets. 



 

 

SCHOOL TV - SPECIAL REPORT 
 

During this time of Coronavirus, many of us have experienced a variety 
of emotions ranging from fear and anxiety to indifference. All of these 
are considered to be normal and natural responses to any challenging              
situation that can often result in our minds telling us all kinds of scary 
stories. This can be especially true for our young people, for whom un-
certainty and disruption is less than ideal. Many of these ‘what if’ sto-
ries will often predict the worst and are considered not helpful. 
 
Adolescents are considered to be more at risk of anxiety and depres-
sion disorders which may affect their mood, thinking and behaviour. 
Although this is completely understandable given the current situation, 
any unusual behaviour that lasts for more than 2-3 weeks, no matter 
the age of the child, may be a cause for concern.  
 
Adult carers need to remain vigilant for any signs of distress, even 
though your child/children may not have any prior history of anxiety, 
stress or mental illness. Early intervention, diagnosis and treatment 
have never been more important. 
 

Click the links below to access the Wellbeing Checklist relevant to your child’s age: 
Secondary: https://exmouthdhs.wa.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-report-wellbeing-checklist-secondary 
Primary: https://exmouthdhs.wa.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-report-wellbeing-checklist-primary 
 
If you do have any concerns relating to your child’s mental health, you may wish to consider using the as-
sessment tool provided by Beyond Blue. The checklist aims to measure how your child has been feeling 
over the past four weeks. After completion, the results can be printed for your records, or alternatively, pro-
vided to your medical practitioner. 
 
Click here to access the Beyond Blue Assessment Tool for students aged 4-16. For students over 16, they can 
take the Youth Beyond Blue assessment themselves or with a parent or guardian (see link below): 
 
Youth Beyond Blue 
If you do have any concerns about the wellbeing of your child, please contact your school for further infor-
mation or seek medical or professional help. 
 
Susie Bedford 
Secondary Student Mental Health and Wellbeing Coordinator 

https://exmouthdhs.wa.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-report-wellbeing-checklist-secondary
https://exmouthdhs.wa.schooltv.me/wellbeing_news/special-report-wellbeing-checklist-primary
https://healthyfamilies.beyondblue.org.au/age-6-12/mental-health-conditions-in-children/child-mental-health-checklist
https://www.youthbeyondblue.com/understand-what's-going-on/the-brain-quiz

