
 

 

Principal’s Message  
At Exmouth District High School, we understand 
that the relationship between the home and the 
school plays a very important part in a child’s 
education. In partnership with the school, par-
ents play a critical role in their child’s educational 
experience, both academically and socially. Par-
ents contribute considerably to their child’s de-
velopment and are among the most important 
influences on how a child approaches their learn-
ing.  
 

Teachers are responsible for the more formal 
aspects of children’s learning, and successful 
teaching builds on the home experiences of the 
child. This is most effective when there is an ac-
tive partnership with parents. Two-way commu-
nication is a critical factor in the partnership be-
tween parents and the school. 
 

Where a partnership exists, it is easier for par-
ents to feel confident about the teaching and 
learning taking place in the classroom. It is also 
easier to address any potential concerns and find 
suitable solutions to problems that may occur 
throughout a child’s educational journey. 
 

We encourage parents or carers to talk to teach-
ers on the broader educational issues that may 
concern them.  One way parents can engage 
with the school is to complete the school survey. 
The School Board would be most appreciative if 
parents could take a few minutes to complete 
the survey as the results guide the discussion of 
the Exmouth DHS Board over the next twelve 
months, so it is important to gain insights in to 
the views of as many parents as possible. 
 

An initial email was sent earlier (in week 8). If 
you haven’t completed the survey it would be 
appreciated if you could do so. The survey will 
close on Friday July 3. Please click on the link 
below:  
Link:https://www.schoolsurvey.edu.au/s/
YsduJ4h2 
 

This is the last newsletter for the term. School 
breaks for the mid semester vacation on Friday 
July 3. Students resume on Tuesday July 21. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gary Stenhouse 
Principal 
 

KINDY ENROLMENT APPLICATIONS  
NOW OPEN 

 

Going to school every day gives your child the best 
opportunities in life. Whether your child is starting 
Kindergarten, Pre-Primary, secondary school or 
changing schools, every day in a child’s education 
matters. Apply to enrol your child by Friday 24 July 
2020.  Children need to have been born between 1st 
July 2016 to 30th June 2017 to enrol in Kindy 2021. 
 
 

REPORTING TO PARENTS 
 

The COVID-19 pandemic has affected our entire com-
munity and has presented us with extraordinary chal-
lenges in managing schooling during the first half of 
2020. 
 

I want to thank you again for your support through-
out what has been a very unusual school semester.  
The COVID-19 pandemic is affecting our entire com-
munity and has presented us with extraordinary chal-
lenges in managing schooling during the first half of 
2020.  I am pleased that together, we have been able 
to make the best of this situation and ensure your 
child’s safety and continuity of learning.      
  
 

With the regular attendance of many students being 
lower over this time, the breadth and depth of the 
curriculum covered throughout Semester 1 may have 
been reduced.  For this reason, schools are not re-
quired to include A to E grades on this year’s Semes-
ter 1 student reports.  It also means that your child’s 
attendance may not be reported, and any written 
comments may provide less information on their pro-
gress than usual.   
 

Schooling is once again returning to normal and our 
students are engaging in the regular curriculum, in 
their usual classroom environment. Semester 2 re-
ports will reflect this and therefore provide the usual, 
more detailed information on your child’s progress 
and achievement. 
 

Thank you for your continued support and encourage-
ment as we work together to provide the best learn-
ing opportunities for our students. As we progress, I’ll 
be sure to keep you updated with any new infor-
mation. 
 
 
 
 
 

Calendar Dates 
 

Friday 26th June 
 Year 12 EST’s finish 
 School Uniform Shop 

(2.45-3.30) 
 
Tuesday 30th June  
 School photos 
 
Wednesday 1st July 
 School photos 
 School Reports 

emailed home 
 
Friday 3rd July 
 Semester 2 ends 
 
 
 

School Website: 
www.exmouthdhs.wa.edu.au 

Check out our School App  
on the app store!  
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STUDENT REPORTS 
 

Exmouth DHS will be delivering your child’s Semester 1 
school report via email on Wednesday 1st July 2020.  
 

The benefits of an electronic report provide advantages for 
schools and the parent community including:  
 timely delivery of reports to parents and guardians;  
 administrative savings in the printing and collation of  
reports;  
 an ability to easily provide copies of reports to each parent 
or guardian where dictated by family circumstances; and  
 parents being able to retain a digital record of student 
achievement. 

To ensure you receive your child’s report, it is imperative 
that your email address is correct with the school. If there 
have been any changes to your email addresses, please con-
tact the school immediately.  
 

We also ask that for the purpose of different family circum-
stances, anyone requesting a copy of the report be sent to a 
second family member inform the school in writing via  

exmouth.dhs@education.wa.edu.au immediately please. 

Please do not hesitate to contact the school with any  
queries about the delivery of the reports electronically.  
 
 
 

SCHOOL BOARD UPDATE 
 

On Wednesday 10 June the School Board met for the first 
time post COVID-19 which interrupted meetings in Term 1.  
The School Board Chair works closely with the Principal to 
ensure the effective running of the School Board. It is a priv-
ilege to welcome our new staff representative Sarah Sim-
mons and our new student representatives – Tahli W  and 
Lucy R. 
 
 
 

SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT DAY REMINDER 
 

Following endorsement from the Board we will be using the 
additional School Development Day or Pupil Free Day on, 
Friday September 25th, at the end of week 10 (Term 3). 
For families this will extend the vacation period by one day. 
 

We also have Day 1 Term 3 (July 20) and Day 1 Term 4 
(October 12) allocated for School Development days.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

However, as the link to the reports only lasts for four 
weeks, it is vitally important that parents SAVE their 

child’s report ASAP.  

STAFFING 
Jade Hollick 
We would like to thank Jade Hollick for 
her contribution to the Kindergarten 
program at Exmouth DHS. Jade first 
began here as a relief teacher in 2016 . 
She took on the role of the Kindergar-
ten teacher in 2020, working closely 
with all staff to ensure the best possi-
ble educational outcomes for our stu-
dents. We wish her well as she prepares for the birth of her 
third child.  

We welcome Kate Nichols to our staff. Kate will replace Jade 
in the Kindergarten program. She is keen to join the team 
and is looking forward to continuing the great program be-
ing implemented in our Early Childhood Centre. 

Mike Wittman 

After 16 years of service dedicated to our school, Mike Witt-
man has announced his plans to re-
tire at the end of this term.  Every-
body will miss hearing Mike’s stories 
about his travels and grandchildren.  
 

We wish him all the very best for a 
very happy retirement… 
 

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE 
 

Currently the schools attendance is sitting around 
86%.  With your help we look forward to working towards 
getting this back up above 90%.  
 

It is NOT OK to miss school if your child:                                    
* is celebrating a birthday 
* is going on a holiday or camping 
* is visiting family and friends 
*has slept in or had a big weekend 
 

It is OK to miss school if your child: 
* is sick or unwell 
*is attending cultural or religious observances such as sorry 
time and funerals 
* there is an unavoidable natural event such as flood waters 
or a cyclone 
*has an unavoidable medical appointment 
 

Please let the school know the reason why your child is go-
ing to be or has been absent from school as soon as possi-
ble.  This can be done by: Call : 9947 8888  

SMS: 0400 239 767  
Skoolbag app  
 

If we know why your child is missing school this helps us 
know how to best support child on their return to school 
and provide further help to the family if needed.   



 

 

LIBRARY NEWS 
 

Book Amnesty 
 

Can you please check and see if you have any school books 
at home. We understand things disappear into the “never-
never” and then turn up again. Even if they are from years 
past please send them back. The books will have Exmouth 
District High School written on the barcode. Please drop 
them off to the library, front office or get your child to bring 
them in. We are happy to have them . 
 

Thankyou for your co-operation. 
 

Rhonda Spicer 
 

Library Officer 

SCHOOL PHOTOS SCHEDULE 
 

Tuesday 30th June 
Time  Class 

8:45am Room 3 Pre Primary 
9:05am Room 5 Pre Primary & Year 1 
9:25am Room 1 Kindy 
9:45am Room 2 Kindy 
10:10am Room 7 Year 1 
10:30am Family photos in Drama Room 
10:55am Year 11 
11:10am Year 12 Graduation / Muck Up 
11:25am Secondary Student Councillors 
11:40am Year 10 
11:55am Year 9 
12:15pm Room 17 Year 6 Graduation & Muck up 
12:55pm Family photos in Drama Room 
1:40pm Primary Student Councillors 
1:55pm Primary Faction Captains 
2:10pm School Board 

Wednesday 1st July 
Time         Class 

7:30am Family Photos in Drama Room 
7:50am Staff Photo 
8:35am Year 7 
8:50am Year 8 
9:05am Room 11 Year 3 
9:20am Room 10 Year 2 & Year 3 
9:35am Room 12 Year 1 & Year 2 
9:50am Room 13 Year 3 & Year 4 
10:05am Room 15 Year 4 & Year 5 
10:20am Room 16 Year 5 
10:30am Finish Family Photos 

NEW P & C COMMITTEE 

A new Executive Committee was elected at the recent 
AGM: 
 

 PRESIDENT:  Kristy Devereux.  Kristy is mum to 2 
boys – 13yrs & 11yrs.  

 

 VICE PRESIDENT & UNIFORM SHOP COORDINATOR:  
Jenni Dennis.  Jenni is mum to 3 kids – 13yrs, 10yrs 
& 6yrs.   

 

 SECRETARY:  Kylie Pearson.  Kylie is mum of one – 
7yrs. 

 

 TREASURER:  Lisa Stevens. Lisa is mum of 2 kids – 
14yrs & 10yrs. 

 
 

Thank you to the outgoing Committee…who stood down 
from their Executive Committee positions at the recent 
AGM.  
 
 Brooke Davey - President 
 Lauren Lane – Secretary 
 Deb Starke – Vice President  
 Tonya Hollis – Uniform Shop Coordinator  
 
On behalf of the P&C and wider school community, I would 
like to say a very big thank you to all of you, you’ve done an 
amazing job.  I’d especially like to thank Tonya Hollis who 
has been the Uniform Shop  Coordinator since 2016 and 
done an incredible job. 
 

Next Meeting:  Thursday 23rd July 2020 at the Environ-
ment Centre at 2.45pm. 
 

 

P & C UNIFORM SHOP 
 

 

P & C Uniform Shop will be open on the following days in 
the lead up to school photos.  They are as follows: 
 
 Friday 26th June from 2.45-3.30pm 
 Monday 29th June from 2.45-3.30pm 
 
 

The P & C Uniform Shop is happy to announce that it will 
continue to open every Wednesday from 2.45-3.30pm for 
the remainder of the school year. 



 

 

PRIMARY MERIT WINNERS  - 5th June 
 

PRE-PRIMARY: Willow B, Jarrah D 
YEAR 1: Jessica B, Aiden M, Alby S, Josie S 
YEAR 2: Taya B, Annie D, Madeline M, Jaspa W 
YEAR 3: James B, Unice H 
YEAR 4: Jarrah B, John M, Gwen R, Ethan S 
YEAR 5: Nicholas H, Bodhi V 
YEAR 6: Blake D, Lani K 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRIMARY MERITS  - 18th June 

PRE PRIMARY: Katelyn B, Shyla H, Alexis M 
YEAR 1:  Cole B, Farrah D, Annie S 
YEAR 2:  Noah C, Ellie E, Thomas M, Coran W 
YEAR 3:  Ella B, Hamish M, Lily P 
YEAR 4:  Daniel B, Missi F, Abina G 
YEAR 5:  Jazmin G, Mia M 
YEAR 6:  Emily C, Finlay H 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SECONDARY MERIT WINNERS  - 22nd June 

 

YEAR 7:  Thomas B, Violet G 
YEAR 8:  Aleeya C, Luke D, Zac L, Wayne P, Elke R 
YEAR 9:  Kai G, Natalie H, Shannon M, Caitlin S, Blake V,     
    Charlie W 
YEAR 10:  Isabella R, Amos V, Zoe W, Dale W 
YEAR 11:  Mason K, Lilly W 
 
 

SECONDARY SPORTS MERIT WINNER 
 

Year 8 Soccer 
 Most improved—Emmerson K 
 Most positive—Neve B 
 Most valuable player—Noah M 
Year 9.1 Hockey 
 Most improved—Luke C 
 Most Positive—Cayci M 
 Most Valuable player—Blake V 
Year 9.2  Hockey 
 Most Improved Player—Indyah H 
 Most positive player—Jenna R 
 Most valuable player—Sam N 
Year 10.1  Softball 
 Most improved player—Dale W 
 Most positive player—Shevy M and Zach N 
 Most Valuable player—Sandy M 
Year 10.2 Softball 
 Most Improved Player—Ella H 

 Most Positive player—Cedar D 
 Most Valuable Player—Tom R 

YEAR 9/10 HOME ECONOMICS 

Students in Year 9/10 Home Economics options are travelling 
around the world through their taste buds this term. Last 
week they were in Vietnam and experienced the delights of 
basil chilli rice and chicken satay. This week they are off to 
Greece for homemade souvlaki with freshly made pita bread, 
marinated lamb and homemade tzatziki. Next week they are 
taste testing French specialities. Bon Appetite . 



 

 

PASTORAL CARE TEAM 
 

This is just a reminder to parents that the school has a sub-
scription to schoolTV, an invaluable resource for parents as 
they help their child/children navigate their way through 
school and life in general.  
 

As the Year 9 students are currently filling in Sleep diaries for 
Health Ed, and as getting enough sleep is so important for eve-
ryone’s mental and physical wellbeing, it is timely to point 
parents to the resources related to sleep on schoolTV. Closely 
related to sleep, in a holistic approach to mental health, are 
Diet and Nutrition and Physical Activity and Exercise. Please 
follow the link below to find all the relevant topics plus more. 
https://exmouthdhs.wa.schooltv.me/category-latest-
newsletter 
 
Another vexing topic for most parent these days is Technolo-
gy. Aggh! - “it’s all too hard”, “it’s easier to give in to the kids”, 
“I get peace and quiet”, “I can get things done”, “I’ve got no 
clue about security and safety settings”, “I’m the meanest  
parent in the world”, “I’m the only parent not letting my kids” 
– we’ve all had these thoughts when it comes to technology 
and our  children.  
 

Most of us have had questions about our kids and the Internet 
but don’t know where to look to find the information we 
need to help us with decision making and practical advice 
about our children being online.  Questions like:  

 

 How much time is too much time online or gaming?   
 What age should my child be on the internet 
 What age should I let my child have a tiktok/Instagram/

snapchat account? 
 What age should my child have a smart phone? How do 

I learn the basics of online safety? and the questions 
could go on and on! 

 

The eSafety Commissioner webpage for parents https://
www.esafety.gov.au/parents  answers all of these questions 
and more. We wouldn’t drop our child in the middle of Perth 
and leave them to figure out how to keep safe and for how 
long they should stay out on the streets at night.  So why as 
parents would we drop them into an unfamiliar environment 
and expect them to keep themselves safe and manage what 
they do and for how long? As parents it’s our job to protect 
our children. By accessing resources such as the eSafety Com-
missioner webpage, we can then make informed choices 
about helping and protecting our children with online issues 
that may arise. schoolTV also has help on topics of Sexting, 
Cyberbullying and Social Media and Digital Reputation. 
 

We hope this information is helpful. Any feedback is appreci-
ated along with suggestions of other topics of concern to par-
ents. 
 

Regards from 
The Pastoral Care Team 

ROOM 15 
 

Our pledge is to take care of the plants and animals in my 
environment by not littering and leaving insects in peace!"   
 

 On June the 5th Room 15 celebrated World Environment 
Day.  This years theme was "Biodiversity". We focused on 
what Biodiversity means and how we are all connected. Dur-
ing our discoveries we found out how import bugs really are! 
We then made a Bug in a Box to remind us how they are a  
very valuable part of our world.  

ROOM 5 
 

We have been learning about feelings. We made playdough 
faces and described the feelings. Sol is feeling cranky. I feel 
cranky when I’m not allowed to play video games. Zander is 
feeling surprised. I feel surprised when it is Christmas morning 
and I see all my presents. 
 

PERTH WILDCATS NBL COACH VISIT 
 

On Monday 22nd of June, Exmouth District High School was 
privileged to enjoy the company of highly decorated Perth 
Wildcats NBL coach, Trevor Gleeson. Trevor spoke with our 
year 5 and 6 students first and then to a large number of high 
school students ranging from year 7 to year 12. 

 

Coming from a small, rural town himself, he connected easily 
with our students and was able to speak openly and from the 
heart about overcoming barriers of isolation, setting goals, 
backing yourself, using failure as a motivator to get better and 
having self-confidence. “If someone says you can’t do some-
thing, don’t get into an argument about it, prove them wrong 
with your actions. Be better.” Trevor Gleeson. Living far away 
from metropolitan facilities and expertise is no excuse not to 
chase after your dreams. Trevor’s messages were powerful 
and highly motivating.  

 

Physical Education staff, Peter Versteeg and Jess Dixon repre-
sented the school at a high performance coaching and leader-
ship talk which was inspiring and stoked the fire to continue 
the search for new and better ways to teach, coach and men-
tor our students.  

 

We would like to thank the Shire of 
Exmouth for giving us this fantastic 
opportunity and appreciate their 
support in growing excellence for 
our students in all things sport in 
Exmouth.  
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