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A Message from the Principal 
 
Welcome to Secondary Education at Exmouth DHS. During the next phase of your educational journey you will be 
challenged and extended to ensure your transition from education to the workforce is successful. The staff and 
community are 100% committed to your success and will support your transition into your chosen pathway. 
 
The first years of your secondary schooling will form the foundation of your future education pathways where you will 
begin to develop knowledge, skills and attributes allowing you to successfully advance into further education and/or 
employment. Your constant endeavour and application of our school values of Aim High, Respectful and Responsible 
will reward you with the opportunities available at Exmouth DHS. 
  
With access to our specialist facilities, equipment and staff will allow you to inspire and pursue excellence. We will 
provide a connected and challenging curriculum that provides you the opportunity to be creative, explore personal 
interests and expand your horizons.  
 
While secondary schooling can be rewarding it can also come with its challenges and with the support of our Student 
Engagement Team we will ensure you have the support and guidance to overcome any obstacles you may face during 
secondary schooling at Exmouth DHS 
 
Good luck and best wishes for your studies in 2022. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 
Mr Marcus GIANATTI 
Principal 
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2022 Year 7 and 8 Course Information 
 

A very warm welcome to Exmouth District High School 

Our school is a fantastic place to complete secondary studies, with terrific teachers and enthusiastic students 
working together to create a friendly and respectful learning environment. 
 
You are about to become part of a wonderful school community. Our students are overwhelmingly, friendly and 

polite. Our teachers encourage you to achieve your personal best. As you journey from Year 7 to 12, there are many 

opportunities for you to develop your interests and to challenge and extend yourself. 

This booklet is designed to inform students about the courses available at our school and to help them understand the 

expectations of each course.  

In 2022 Year 7/8 students will undertake a learning pathway aimed at sampling a broad range of Learning Areas so 

that they can make informed decisions about possible career pathways when they choose their subjects in Years 9 and 

10. The subjects that they will be studying have been taken from all of the Learning Areas to give a broad balanced 

curriculum which complies to the Pre-Primary to Year 10: Teaching, Assessing and Reporting Policy. 

In 2022 Year, 7/8 students at Exmouth District High School will study the Western Australian Curriculum Framework. 

This framework emphasises a developmental approach to teaching and learning, based on principles of inclusivity, 

flexibility, integration and collaboration, with core values of respect and responsibility. The curriculum of study offered 

is common to most students and provides them with necessary tools for future years, whilst still allowing for personal 

interests, prior knowledge and varying abilities. 

In a 25-period week, Year 7/8 students will study:  

Subject Number of Hours 

English 4 hours per week for the year 

Mathematics 4 hours per week for the year 

Science 4 hours per week for the year 

Humanities and Social Sciences 4 hours per week for the year 

Physical Education 2 hours per week for the year 

Health Education 1 hour per week for the year 

Technologies  

      Digital Technologies 1 hour per week for the year 

      Home Economics 1 Semester for 2 hours per week 

      Woodwork 1 Semester for 2 hours per week 

The Arts  

      Drama 1 Semester for 2 hours per week 

      Music 1 Semester for 2 hours per week 

      Visual Art 1 hour per week for the year 
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English  
Students in Year 7 and 8 English focus on strengthening their 

skills in their written and spoken communication and their 

understanding of the rules and conventions of language and 

texts. They begin to develop their understanding of the 

construction of texts which can be written, spoken or 

multimodal, and in print or digital/online forms. Students are 

given the opportunity to study short stories, novels, poems, 

songs, films, television shows, websites, blogs, newspapers, 

magazines and information texts. Students are supported and 

encouraged to develop positive attitudes towards reading for pleasure.  

According to the Western Australian Curriculum, the study of English is “Central to the learning and 

development of all young Australians. It helps create confident communicators, imaginative thinkers and 

informed citizens. The study of English helps young people develop the knowledge and skills needed for 

education, training and the workplace. It helps them become ethical, thoughtful, informed and active 

members of society.” While we are a diverse population, it is important for effective participation in 

Australian life that we can effectively communicate in Standard Australian English.  

Through their studies of English, students are encouraged to THINK critically about texts and explore new 

and different ideas. They are provided with a range of opportunities to CREATE texts, performance and 

presentations. After being exposed to a variety of sources, written, digital and multimodal, students are 

encouraged to RESPOND to the work and ideas of others. In every text we study, in every task that they 

complete, students are supported to build confidence in their own ability to UNDERSTAND.  

English learning outcomes 

English is organised into three interrelated strands and their sub-strands which focus on developing 

students’ knowledge, understanding and skills in the language modes of listening, reading, viewing, speaking 

and writing.  

 

 

Language Literature Literacy 

 Knowing about the English 
language 

 Language variation and 
change 

 Language for interaction 
 Text structure and 

organisation 
 Expressing and developing 

ideas 
 Sound and letter knowledge 

 Understanding, appreciating 
and analysing literature 

 Literature and context 
 Responding to literature 
 Examining and creating 

literature 

 Expanding the repertoire of 
English usage 

 Texts in context 
 Interacting with others 
 Interpreting, analysing and 

evaluating 
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Health and Physical Education  
Each year all students participate in courses of Health and Physical Education learning which are interrelated 

and contribute to the development of healthy, active lifestyles. Programs allow students to develop essential 

knowledge, attitudes, values, and skills required for life. Students are engaged in both physical and classroom 

activities that allow them to enhance their well-being, now and in the future.  

  

Physical Education – 2 periods a week 
 

Year 7: Sports include Aquatics, Netball, Sofcrosse, T-ball, and Athletics.  
 

Year 8: Students participate in Aquatics, Soccer, AFL, Cricket and Athletics.  

In these sports students develop a core of skills such as throwing, catching, kicking, hitting and dribbling. 

Students are also introduced to sporting offensive and defensive strategies and will be required to start 

fulfilling roles such as scorers, timers and umpires. 

  

Health Education – 1 period a week 

Emphasis is placed on students taking ownership of their lifestyle decisions in regard to the importance of 

living a healthy lifestyle. Areas of study include: 
 

Year 7: Resilience, Drug Education (Nicotine focus), Communication, Growth and Development.  
 

Year 8: Drug Education (Caffeine focus), Self Esteem (RAP Program), Pregnancy and Birth, and 

Communication Skills. 

  

Health and Physical Education Learning Outcomes: 

 Personal, Social and Community Health: students 

know and understand health and physical activity 

concepts that enable informed decisions for a healthy 

and active lifestyle. 

 Movement and Physical Activity: students 

demonstrate the movement skills and strategies for 

confident participation in physical activity. They also 

demonstrate self-management skills and effective 

interpersonal skills necessary for effective 

relationships. 

  

Physical Education Clothing 

All activities require students to change immediately into appropriate attire for physical activities. Students 

are required to wear the light blue PE shirt, appropriate footwear and a hat (no hat required if the sport is 

played at the undercover courts). All water-based sports will require appropriate swimwear and a rash guard 

is recommended but no mandatory. 
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Humanities and Social Sciences (HASS)  
In Year 7 and 8, students will develop an understanding of how individuals and 

groups live together and interact with their environment. Students are also 

encouraged to develop a respect for cultural heritage and a commitment to 

social justice, the democratic process and ecological sustainability. 

Students develop increasing independence in critical thinking and skill 

application, which includes questioning, researching, analysing, evaluating, 

communicating and reflecting. They apply these skills to investigate events, 

developments, issues, and phenomena, both historical and contemporary. 

In the Western Australian Curriculum, the HASS learning area comprises of four 

subjects: Civics and Citizenship, Economics and Business, Geography and 

History. Students will study one subject per term with relevant topics associated 

with the discipline.  

Year 7 HASS Discipline                     Topics 
Civics and Citizenship                        Australian Political and Legal Systems 
Economics                                           Producing and Consuming, Entrepreneurs, Work and Retirement 
Geography                                          Water in the World /Place and liveability 
History                                                 The Ancient World 
 

Year 8 HASS Discipline          Topics 

Civics and Citizenship            Democracy and Law in Action 

Economics             Participation in the Market 

Geography             Landscapes and Landforms/Changing Nations 

History                         Medieval Period 

 

Visual Arts 
Year 7 

Students will develop their creative ideas in a semester-based unit and explore art making through 

experimenting with a selection of techniques and processes to present a finished 2D/3D artwork.  Focus 

areas may include drawing, printmaking, painting, sculpture, textiles, ceramics and mixed media. Students 

will develop understandings of their Visual Language through both practical and written tasks. 

 Year 8  

Students will develop their creative ideas in a semester-based unit and 

explore art making through experimenting with a selection of techniques 

and processes to present a finished 2D/3D artwork. Focus areas may include 

drawing, printmaking, painting, sculpture, textiles, ceramics and mixed 

media. Students will develop understandings of their Visual Language and 

Design Principles through both practical and written tasks.   
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Mathematics    
Mathematics plays a key role in the development of students’ numeracy and assists learning across the 

curriculum. It underpins almost every aspect of a person’s life regardless of their background and gives 

students the skills required in the workplace and in everyday life. 

  

Students are given the opportunity to consolidate Mathematical understandings developed in primary 

school and extend these into a more abstract context. All the Mathematics content strands, and the 

proficiency strands are covered throughout the year. When studying Mathematics, students learn to use 

concepts and ideas about number, space, measurement and chance, and develop mathematical ways of 

representing patterns and relationships, to describe, interpret and reason about their social and physical 

world.  
 

Content strands 
 

Number and Algebra: Students apply number sense and strategies for counting and representing numbers. 

They explore the magnitude and properties of numbers, applying a range of strategies for computation and 

understand the connections between operations. Recognising patterns and understanding the concepts of 

variable functions will assist with their understanding of the number system to describe relationships and 

formulate generalisations. They recognise equivalence and solve equations and inequalities. They apply their 

number and algebra skills to conduct investigations, solve problems and communicate their reasoning. 
 

Measurement and Geometry: These subjects are presented together to develop an increasingly 

sophisticated understanding of size, shape, relative position and movement of two-dimensional figures in 

the plane and three-dimensional objects in space. Students investigate properties and apply their 

understanding of them to define, compare and construct figures and objects. They learn to develop 

geometric arguments. They make meaningful measurements of quantities, choosing appropriate metric 

units of measurement. They build an understanding of the connections between units and calculate derived 

measures such as area, speed and density. 
 

Statistics and Probability: develop students’ ability to recognise and analyse data and draw inferences by 

undertaking purposeful investigations involving the collection, representation and interpretation of data. 

They assess likelihood and assign probabilities using experimental and theoretical approaches. They develop 

an increasingly sophisticated ability to critically evaluate chance and data concepts and make reasoned 

judgments and decisions, as well as building skills to critically evaluate statistical information and develop 

intuitions about data. 
 

Proficiency Strands: describe how content is explored or 

developed, that is, the thinking and doing of mathematics. The 

proficiency strands include: 

 Understanding 

 Fluency 

 Problem solving 

 Reasoning 
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Science  
In the Science learning area, students learn to investigate, understand and communicate about the physical, 

biological and technological world and value the processes that support life on our planet. Science helps 

students to become critical thinkers by encouraging them to use evidence to evaluate the use of Science in 

society and in the application of Science in daily life. 

  

Students develop their understanding of microscopic and atomic structures; how systems at a range of scales 

are shaped by flows of energy and matter, and interactions due to forces, and develop the ability to quantify 

changes and relative amounts. Students in their first year at secondary school will focus on developing the 

science inquiry skills needed to carry out investigations and communicate their findings in structured 

scientific reports. There will be a strong emphasis on safety and acting responsibly, especially while 

conducting experiments. 

  

Biological Science: Students will study Biological Science in the context of cells (structure and function) and 

multi-cellular organisms and their systems of organs, finally leading to the study of genetics, natural selection 

and evolution in Year 10.  

 

Chemical Science: students will study properties of different states of matter, solutions and solubility. 

Students will also learn that differences between elements, compounds and mixtures can be described at a 

particle level and that chemical change involves substance reacting to form new substances.  

 

Physical Science: the emphasis is on energy and its different forms including movement (kinetic energy), 

heat and potential energy, and that these cause change within systems.  

 

Earth and Spare Science: In Year 7 students move from looking at the Earth-Moon-Sun system of interactions 

to Geology in Year 8, Continental Drift and Plate Tectonics in Year 9 to Global and Astronomical systems in 

Year 10. 

  

Interspersed with these 4 learning outcomes is ongoing development of students’ Science Inquiry Skills, with 

examples and practical applications of Science as a Human Endeavour.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/science-v9/overview/glossary/matter
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Languages 
Year 7 and 8 students who choose to study either: Italian, Japanese, Indonesian or French have the 

opportunity to do so through the School of Isolated and Distance Education (SIDE). Students that choose this 

will be required to study this elective for two periods a week for the duration of the year. This course will 

be delivered electronically through SIDE using Moodle and WebEx. This learning program would be 

supervised by an Exmouth District High School staff member. (Languages will incur a unit charge of up to 

$20. This MUST be paid for in Term 1 of 2022. Please refer to the Voluntary Contributions and Compulsory 

Charges 2022 booklet).  

  

Learning Area Description 

In the Languages learning area, students learn to communicate effectively in languages other than English. 

They gain an understanding of other societies, the ability to interact with people and cultures other than 

their own and employ practical skills which they can use in future social, cultural and vocational areas. 

Through Languages, students are also able to further develop their skills and understandings in English and 

of literacy in general. 

  

Pathway/Options 

Students who already have some knowledge of the language in which they are enrolling will commence at 

the appropriate point along a continuum of learning. This is determined in consultation with student                     

co-coordinators and the relevant language area. Students with no prior knowledge of the language will start 

with a beginner module, regardless of year level. Students aiming to enrol in an ATAR language course in 

Year 11 may not have time to cover content if they do not commence study of the language in Year 7. Lower 

school language students require a minimum of two hours per week (120 minutes) for their language study 

in order to progress through the program at the expected rate. 

  

The languages to choose from are:  

 French 

 Japanese 

 Italian 

 Indonesian  

 

 

 

Please note: Any student wishing to continue studying a language in Years 11 and 12 will be required to 

complete a Language Application Form from the School Curriculum and Standards Authority to enrol in a 

Year 11 or 12 language course. Students will need to demonstrate a level of proficiency (A or B grade in the 

designated language) by the end of Year 10 to be successful in studying a language course in Senior School. 
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Performing Arts: Drama    
This fun and creative subject will have students participating in a range of 

activities related to theatre production that will culminate in performances 

throughout the semester. This can include role play, improvisation, mime, 

movement, slapstick and circus skills, play building, script writing and voice 

production.  

 

Drama enables students to develop communication skills through 

confidence building exercises in a safe and supportive environment. It 

encourages creative thinking, spontaneity and problem solving. Drama 

practice can enhance concentration, improve balance and posture, develop 

self-esteem, teamwork, motivation and trust, as well as give a sense of 

achievement. The skills acquired through Drama can be directly related to 

a wide range of career pursuits. Most importantly, it’s also lots of fun!  

 

 

 

 

Performing Arts: Music   
Semester 1 and 2: Rock Music 

This exciting course focuses on learning the basics of modern 

instruments, such as guitar, drums and bass. Students will have the 

opportunity to learn a variety of modern music from their favourite 

genres. They will be taught how to play drums, bass, and guitar and 

learn to read tab notation and chord charts. Students will also explore 

how to be a professional musician, how to prepare for concerts and 

explore the use of recording equipment to create covers of songs. 

Students will learn covers, ‘jam’, record and have fun playing music 

with each other.  

Any student who wants to learn an instrument and play their favourite 

music is encouraged to join the Rock Music Course. Students do not 

need to have studied a musical instrument before and do not need an instrument at home. Just come along 

and learn something new. Students who are already learning instruments are encouraged to join Rock Music 

to develop their skills further.  

Students in the rock music course will also have the opportunity to work with visiting musicians and can 

choose to participate in concerts and performance opportunities as they arise. 
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Technologies Overview 
Technologies offers study in three different areas: 
 

Home Economics: Food Production and Textiles 
Design and Technology: Woodwork 
Digital Technologies: Computing 
 

Courses in Year 7 and 8 are an introduction to subjects, the rooms, safety and the facilities, tools and 

equipment. They are designed as a ‘taster’, leading to an optional subject in Year 9 and 10. These courses 

are intended to be fun, interesting yet challenging and give student’s basic skills and understandings that 

they can build on in future years. 

 Learning Outcomes 

Technologies aims to develop the knowledge, understandings and skills to ensure that individually and 

collaboratively, students can: 

 Produce designed solutions suitable for a range of Technologies contexts by selecting 

and manipulating a range of materials, systems, competently and safely; and managing processes.  

 Understand the roles and responsibilities of people in design and technologies occupations and how 

they contribute to society. 
 

Technologies: Food Production & Textiles  
Students will undertake a term of Food Production and learn the basics of 

cooking using a range of equipment and techniques. Using the food staples of 

rice, egg, flour and dairy students will begin with easy recipes and then 

incorporate different ingredients to create more complex dishes. Assessment 

will be a combination of the completion of a workbook and practical production 

tasks. This course is suitable for students of all abilities and experience, and food 

allergies and dietary requirements can be catered for. The course aims to teach 

students the basics of independent cooking, with a focus on a balanced diet using healthy ingredients. 

Students work independently and collaboratively in the production of food 

tasks. 

Students will undertake a term of Textiles using a combination of hand and 

machine sewing techniques to create personalised products. For those 

participating in the course for the first time they will create a pencil case. 

Students in their second year of the course will apply their previous 

knowledge to create an apron. Once the assessment task is finished, 

students will have the opportunity to create a hand sewing or embroidery 

task. Assessment will be the completion of workbook tasks and a major 

practical project. This course caters for all students whether they have no, 

some or extensive sewing experience.  
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Technologies: Computing 
Year 7 

Learning focuses on further developing the understanding and skills in computational thinking, such as 

decomposing problems and engaging students with a wider range of information systems as they broaden 

their experiences and involvement in national, regional and global activities.  

 

Students have opportunities to create a range of solutions such as interactive web applications or 

simulations. Students explore the properties of networked systems, they acquire data from a range of digital 

systems and use data to model objects and events.  

  

Students are provided with further opportunities to develop abstractions, identifying common elements, 

while decomposing apparent different problems and systems to define requirements; and recognise that 

abstractions hide irrelevant details for particular purposes. They design increasingly complex algorithms that 

allow data to be manipulated automatically.  

  

Students plan and manage individual and team projects with some autonomy. They consider ways of 

managing the exchange of ideas, tasks and files and feedback. When communicating and collaborating 

online, students develop an understanding of different social contexts; for example, acknowledging      

cultural practices and meeting legal obligations 

 

Year 8 

Learning focuses on further developing the understanding and skills in computational thinking, such as 

decomposing problems and engaging students with a wider range of information systems as they broaden 

their experiences and involvement in national, regional and global activities. Students have opportunities to 

create a range of solutions, such as interactive web applications or simulations of relationships between 

objects in the real world. 

  

Students investigate the properties of networked systems and their 

suitability and use for the              transmission of data types. They acquire, 

analyse, visualise and evaluate various types of data, and the complexities 

of storing and transmitting that data in digital systems. Students use 

structured data to model objects and events that shape the communities 

they actively engage with. Students design increasingly complex 

algorithms that allow data to be manipulated automatically, and explore 

different ways of showing the relationship between data elements to 

help computation. They progress from designing the user interface, to 

considering user experience factors, such as user expertise, accessibility 

and usability requirements. Students also have opportunities to plan and 

manage individual and team projects. They consider ways of managing the 

exchange of ideas, tasks and files, and techniques for monitoring progress 

and feedback.  

 

https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/syllabus/technologies-overview/glossary/computational-thinking
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/syllabus/technologies-overview/glossary/information
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/syllabus/technologies-overview/glossary/property
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/syllabus/technologies-overview/glossary/data
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/syllabus/technologies-overview/glossary/data
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/syllabus/technologies-overview/glossary/model
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/syllabus/technologies-overview/glossary/define
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/syllabus/technologies-overview/glossary/data
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/syllabus/technologies-overview/glossary/computational-thinking
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/syllabus/technologies-overview/glossary/information
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/syllabus/technologies-overview/glossary/investigate
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/syllabus/technologies-overview/glossary/property
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/syllabus/technologies-overview/glossary/data
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/syllabus/technologies-overview/glossary/analyse
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/syllabus/technologies-overview/glossary/evaluating
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/syllabus/technologies-overview/glossary/data
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/syllabus/technologies-overview/glossary/data
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/syllabus/technologies-overview/glossary/structured-data
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/syllabus/technologies-overview/glossary/model
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/syllabus/technologies-overview/glossary/data
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/syllabus/technologies-overview/glossary/data
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/syllabus/technologies-overview/glossary/designing
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/syllabus/technologies-overview/glossary/user-interface
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/syllabus/technologies-overview/glossary/accessibility
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/syllabus/technologies-overview/glossary/usability
https://k10outline.scsa.wa.edu.au/home/p-10-curriculum/curriculum-browser/syllabus/technologies-overview/glossary/techniques
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Technologies: Woodwork  
Students will complete theory and practical focusing work on the use of timber and wood products.  They 

will concentrate on safety, names and spelling of tools and machines, measurement, cutting to 

measurements, correct use of tools and machines whilst making small wooden items. They will complete 

practical work using timber and wood products, along with composite materials such as acrylics and resin. 

Theory in this subject focus on concept sketching, technical drawing and product design. 

 

This combination allows for further development in future years. Students will use hand tools and entry level 

equipment to develop their skills and understandings through practical hands on activities that allow 

students the creativity to develop their own models 
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SIDE Languages 2022 
If you would like your child to study a language in 2022 please complete this form and return to the school 

front office. 

 

 

I ______________________ (Parent/Guardian) would like my son/daughter __________________ to study 

(Please tick the applicable box below) a language through delivery through the School of Isolated and 

Distance Education via Exmouth District High School. I understand that this is a yearlong elective which will 

run for the duration of the year. 

 

Indonesian   

Italian    

French           

Japanese       

 

Parent/Guardian            Signed:  ________________________        Date: _______________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


